-

: mdhm»mmujw

NATIONAL INTELLIGENCER.

w:ka;n scorr.

The lives of men who have risen to high station by the
mere arts of popularity, sud who have really never done
any thing worthy of remembrance, are easily told. A
single page of History is more than they can clsim. At
most, it could only suy of them that they lived, and that
they enjoyed great offices. But when & man has really
,m--thbh.ndomqhﬂm
it becomes very difficult to relate his life within so smalla
wnlm-mtvm It can, of course, only be done
by passing very slightly over the smuller or bess necessury
fasts of the story, and dwelling principally upon the
greater and more interesting ones, This is the manner in
which I will endeavor to write a short life of the great
American Commander, (for those who have not leisure to
read oue as long as it ought to be.) To write it other-
wise than simply and foithfully, there is no temptation;
for the magnitude of a great part of the events is such as
to require no embellishment, and their notoriety forbids
all misrepresentation.

HIS PARENTAGE AND EDUCATION,

Winrzeep Scorr was born on the small planta-
tion of his father, William Scott, near Petersburg,

grandfather was a Scotch who had taken

in the rebellion of 1745, and fought against the
ing. Forced to fly his country, he took refuge in
Virgimia, where he alawyer. ]liging early,
he transmitted to his grandson probably a larger

ir support
and education. ' The excellent lady, however, dis-
charged the difficult task admirably. To do so re-
quired t in y ty, and orderliness;
and to the constant lesson of these (yet not without
the still higher ones of Religion, and of a love of honor
and know mg young Scott was bred up ; no nurs-
ling of ease and indulgence, but the hardy child of

ificulty and fortitude. His own exertions second-
ing his mother’s management, a education was
obtained for him ; and, finally, selecting his grand-
father’s as his profession, he attended a course of
law lectures at iam and College ; after
which he entered a lawyer’s office, and in 1806 was
admitted to the Bar. For a year afterwards he rode
the circuit. In the mean time he had Jost his
mother.

- HOW HE BECOMES A EOLDIER.

In the summer of 1807 occurred the wanton at-
tack of the British frigate Leopard upon our unpre-
pared ghip, the Chesapeake, and the seizure and
mnpressment of several of the latter’s crew as Eng-
lish subjects. This outrage excited a violent public
resentment throughout our country. Young Scott
ghared in it most nrdm::i, and, a war seeming to
be on the point of breaking out at once, joined o
volunteer troop of horse mae% in Petersburg to de-
fend our coast, and marched with them down to the
shore of Lynnhaven Bay, where for a while the
took up their station in expectation of a British in-
vasion. Neither our Government nor the British
had yet made up its mind ; this little cloud of war
soon blew over; and our volunteers were called
home again ; but even this short and bloodless ex-
pedition had probably been enough tg rouse in onr
yon.nﬁ::em the native passion for arms, and to de-
cide his future career. Every thing, however, look-
ing peacefal onee more, he returned for a time to
his practice. But our difficulties with the pretend-
ed “Queen of the Seas” speedily again thickened.
Mr. Jefferson tried in vain the weak remedies of an
Embargo and a Non-intereourse act. It became clear
that o sure-enough war could not be much longer
avoided : an army, therefore, was to be raised, and,
a bill for this i ht forward in Con-

purpose
gress at the elose of the year 1807, Scott applied fora
commission. The bill was in the April fol-

lowing, and in May+the great soldier that was to be
was appointed by President Jefferson a captain of
light artillery. ing the rest of 1808 he was
emﬁ:yod on the recruiting service and in the study
of his new profession.©
QUARREL WITH GEN. WILKINSON.—IT8 CONSE.
QUENCES,

In 1809 he was ordered to Louisiana, and placed

for a time under the command of Gen. Wilkfnmn,

of Burr's
conspirncy afterwards as informer
;gmmhu’m Thinking so ill of his com

soldier’s enemy, and watched the opportuni-
EEEW About this time he was removed
niod 1. e place.” Upon this Sath spoks of

i in his . Upon this Scott e o
;rgmn as “a tnitor,’}mu indeed he'pfegully
m;fwﬂu “ Rules and Articles of War” only
f disrespectful language or behavior towards
one’s officer, not all one’s superiors at
s upon this pretext, and that of
his having, while acting, without experience, as pay-
master to the company he reeruited, withheld for
some two months t fifty dollars in all of pay
monnytommcof&lidebhtoamﬂerfor
wunhhhﬁw&mﬂﬁabh,wnﬁmm
brought Scott to before a court-martial, .
his dismissal from
of all the charges of “
emanly eonduct” and of all frandulent inten
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, even in the eyes of
it was executed in full.
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pathiwed entirely with the

bont to receive a check in his professional advance-

ing mi are seldom really

the common run of men, Mﬁmt?

the traly great they holp. The blow which
weak an the coward, rouses

the strong and fires the brave. Seott was not
; but at once threw himself upon a

more

| from Ohio, 4t Detroit, ou the 12th July, 1812, and

¥ | with hastened to the scene of action, foreseeing well

- | fell, with his uocmt:i, Col. McDonald, in leading
to re

* | rushed back to
-| turning the defence into a fieree attack, drove the

highly practicable, was so ill-supported and
so feebly conduected as to cost us ut once the whole
army sent on that enterprise. It entered Canada

capitulated, at the sume I:lace, only one month and
two day: afterwards. This most unexpected event,
while it enraged and mortified the nation, shook
veridnriouly the country’s and even the soldier’s
confidence in our commanders and ouy  or th
ability of either to withstand the u%rienee of Brit-
is erals and the discipline of riﬁsh] armies.
Under such a feeling victory s searcely possi-
ble, and the war musitf h&;: E:::little b?titi. ﬁ
cession of disgraces, if a daring young soldier
not speedily come forward to break on land, as Hull
did at sea, the spell of England's supposed supe-
riority.
SCOTT IS PROMOTED—IIS FIRST SHOT AT THE
ENEMY,

The rapid professional attainments of Scott and |
his high qualities for the soldier had now been per-
ceived. &e was in July, 1812, promoted to the
lieutenant-coloneley of the second regiment of ar-
tillery and sent to Black Rock, there to ot
with the two companies of Towson and , its
little yard. While he lay there, on the 9th of
October, his assistance was asked by Licut. Elliott,
of the navy, towards ng two British armed
b:rigaiﬂu Adams and the Caledonin) which were

under the guns of Fort Erie, almost oppo-
site. He at once neut:;l:t. Towson and a part of

hiscompany ; gettin y meantime to give bis
help, ir:gnemry, gom

the shore. The attmmnst
was gallant and suecessful ; the brigs were cap! 5

but in carrying them off one of them (the Adams)
drifted ashore upon Squaw Island, where, the but-
teries of the fort commanding her, Elliott took to
his boats again and abandoned her. The enemy
now sent armed boats to recover her; but she lay
within the reach of Beott’s guns as well as the
fort’s, and he drove back their as the fort had
driven off Elliott, The contest who should ﬁnalg
bear her off was quite shu:E', and tried very well
the artillery practice on either side. At last, how-
ever, Scott’s ardor and skill prevailed ; he recovered
the brig, and held her until by the orders of Gen.
Smythe (afterwards noted for his proclamations and
his discoveries in the A pocalypse) she was burnt.
BRAVE LITTEE BATTLE OF QUEENSTOWN HEIGHTS:
This exploit roused to sach a degree the force of
militia, about 2,500 strong, which lay below at
Lewistown, under Gen. Stephen Van sselaer,
with about 450 regulars, that they demanded to be
led &t once across into Canada, where, indeed,
there wus not then within reach a British force
more than half as large to make head against
them. On the other hand, there was no motive
but that of honor for such an invasion: for the
Government had made no preparations for any such
movemeng; and it would, necessarily, have soon
been cut off, if it advanced, or driven back, if it did
not. Besides, not even the easy preparation of
boats enough for mrryin% over a thousand men at a
time had been made. But Van Rensselaer's men
threatened to leave him if he did not send a force
scross; and he yielded. The plan adopted was, to
cross to Queenstown, with two columns of about
three hundred men each ; to carry by storm the bat-
teries on the Heights ; and, a lodgment for invasion
being thus made, to hold on there until one could
be got ready. When, on the 12th, the news of what
was intended reached Scott at Black Rock, he forth-

that there would be need ot him ; and offered himself
and his artillery. But the arrangements were al-
ready made, and all that Le could obtain was leave
to bring down his corps and fo act afterwards ac-
cording to eircumstances. He accordingly came to
Lewistown the next morning, and took up a position
from which his guns could best Y‘hy upon the
enemy’s batteries and cover our landing. And
now the two divisions of attack moved off, in only
eight boats. Col. Solomon Van Rensselaer led the
way : Col. Chrystie followed, with the second divi-
gion. The former succmeded in landing a part of
his men ; the latter's boats were swept down by the
current ; a portion of the men falling into the ene-
my’s power, while the rest were driven back.
Among the latter was their brave commander,
wounded ; who, however, crossed yet again with
some reinforoements, and bore his part in the fight.
Meantime, those who landed with Van Rensselner
formed and advanced under a murderous cannonade
from the heights. Beneath it, the Colonel and all
his officers fell, wounded or killed. Happily, others
were landed in time to take their places and to lead
on a very Fu.ll:mt assault upon the mid-way battery
and that of the summit. Both these were carrie
in quick suecession, and their routed defenders forced
to take refuge in a strong stone house near the
water's edge. Here they were reinforced by Gov-
ernor Brock in person, who had now arrived.

That gallant and beloved officer soon afterwards

back his men e the heights. He falling,
they were regl;ud Meantime scattered parties of
Americans been ing over, from time to
time, in the few and half-disabled boats; but searee-
ly one out of two in these parties was able to join

fight. The rest were cither landed too high up,
where the cliff eould not be scaled, or were swept
too far down and made prisoners. Probably six
hundred were the utmost ever at one time enmd
in the fight. Just at the time of Brock’s fall Col.
Scott reached the heights ; he had at last obtained
leave to cross and take the command. He immedi-
ately drew up his men in the best position that
ctmﬂl be taken for maintaining the nd and
covering the landing of the militia expeeted from
the other side. Vain was that latter expectation,
however ; the militia refused to cross. Some con-
stitutional scruples about the President’s right to
march them beyond the border had suddenly seized
them, and they left their comrades at Queenstown
to their fate. The enemy was not so njee about
helping their people. At the first sound of the
cannonade Gen. Sheaffe had marched from Fort
George, eight miles below, with eight hundred and
fifty %nt’m% regulars; and o nearer body of five
hundred Indian warriors bad flung themselves for-
ward upon Queenstown. These latter, arriving first,
reinforced the worsted enemy, who now, with quite
su nambe u our position a ter-
ribmk. I:’, mhe I:p;#"l':mt of overwhelming
our men ; M were faltering underit ; when Seott,
who had béen personally directing in the rear the
repair of some ca| cannon (now most needfual)
front, reanimated our men, and,

surrender, and teach foe and friend that Americans
knew how to fight to the last. Their lives would be
well laid down for such a purpose, and would, in
the war now only just begun, be worth many vieto-
ries. Weary, few, and sore as they were, his men
all ehuerfuléy assented, and prepared for a last strug-
le. Bheafte, however, more wary than the carlier
itish leaders, did not indulge us with any wmore

the | but coolly took his measures for surround-
e, 2

; and men who are surrounded (not being
able to fight on all sides at once) must be made
meu, whether they will or no.  For a time our

held their ground most bravely against three
or four to one; but at last many of them were forced
over the precipice of the river bank, and the rest,
two hundred and ninety-three in number, were com-
pelled to lay down their arms. This was, however,
a surrender almost as glorious as most trinmphs;
it redeemed the honor of our arms; showed, as
BSecott had dem;gmd, that Americans need turn their
backs on nobody ; and proved, by defeat itself, that
conquest was close at hand. Decatur, that bravest
of seamen, soon after said to Scott : “ Sir, you have
led the way to victory.”

TRISH PRISONERS ABOUT TO BE EXECUTED—

SCOTT PREVENTS IT.

The capture among our troops of a number of
neturalized citizens, about sixty, whom their fea-
tures or tongue betrayed to be of Irish birth, led,
upon this occasion, to a British claim to deal with
sgch prisoners as not entitled to the laws of war,
but punishable as traitors to their King. The whole
body of those taken were sent down with Scott by
water to Quebec, There they were taken out of
the vessel, to be shipped for Boston on another, un-
der cartel, with a view to theiy being exchanged,
When this shipment began, Scott soon perceived
that they were selecting and meant to detain the
Irishmen, He instantly interfered, -and denied
their right to make any difference between one
American citizen and another. The officers haughtily
told him he was a prisoner himself, and that they
were not going to be governed by him. :

He was not a man, however, to giva up his fel-
Jow-citizens, nor to be silenced in this manner; and
when they again began to select, he peremptorily
ordered ]zis men not to answer any further ques-
tions. At this the Englishmen i‘ew exasperated,
and ordered him to go below deck. But, though
their prisoner, they could not intimidate nor man-
age him. - A" high quarrel ensued: but. he would
not yield an inch; declaring to them resolutely that
the life of an English prisoner should answer for
that of every Irishman they detained. And he
kept his word : for, although they kept and shipped
off to England for trial the twenty-three sons of the
Green Isle that they had already picked out, the
could, from his making them keep silent, pite
upon no more; while 0
Washington after being cxc!umiad, reported the
matter to the President, and brought about the pas-
sage of 4 law for retalinting upon English prisoncrs
any punichment inflicted on those taken from us
under pretence of their being native-born, and
therefore perpetnal subjects of Great Britain. Nor
was it longrﬁfore Scott himself took a plenty of
captives ; nor did he fail to set aside at once, as he
had pledged himself to do, a mumber as host.;ﬁles
for the safety of his Queenstown comrades. e
consequence was that none of them were hurt; that
they were all, except two who had died, sent back
to their adopted country together after the gc:tce of
1815; and that, by the partieular care of Scott,
(then risen to the highest rank,) their back-pay and
hounty lands were secured to them. B&i a singular.
accident, too, just when they were landing in New
York, he chanced to be passing the wharf, and re-
cognised them, as they did him. Great may be
supposed was the joy of that meeting on both sides,
and strongly was it expressed by the warm-hearted
Hibernians ; for Irishmen seldom - forget their
friends. But we must return to our story.

SCOTT SENT BACK AS ADJUTANT GENERAL TO
DEARBORN'S ARMY.

The campaign of 1813 had just been opened by
the taking of York, when Scott arrived on the
Niagara frontier, in May, as the chief of the staff
mugnen. Dearborn. This important post requires
the skill to organize and direct all the details and
all supplies and materials of war for whatever
operations the commander-in-chief may have decid-
ed upon.  His adjutant general should be his right
hand ; for upon that officer mainly depends all the
preparation of battle. Scott conducted his duties

tly to the satisfaction of all. The labor and

e honor would have been quite enough for most
men ; but he claimed, besides, the right of takin

came into action. The elaim was conceded to him,
and he soon'made use of it.

HE HEADS THE CAPTURE OF FORT GEORGE,

Between Lakes Erie and Ontario, on the Cana:
dian side, lies a peninsula commanded by Fort Erie
above and Fort George below. We were now in
possession of the lower lake, and had taken York,
now called Toronto. Gen. Dearborn lay upon this
bank of the Niagara, with between four and five
thousand troops, while Commodore Chauncey
was superior to the enemy on the lake below. In
this situation of things, é«n. Dearborn determined
to strike, with the assistance of Chauncey’s fleet,
at Fort George, as the key to thelEeninmh. which
is on that m most important as the necessary ave-
nue of communication between these two ofml.
lakes. The troops crossed th hag.rt the
Inke, from a little east of our own Fort Niagara, on
the 27th of May, in six divisions of boats, protected
by the armed vessels of Chauncey. Scott had vol-
untecred to command the “forlorn hope,” and
therefore led the first division of boats, e land-
ing was made dangerous not only b{ the severe fire
of the enemy’s musketry, but by a heavy surf. To
check the former, Chauncey's schooners anchored off
shore ; while to the loaded boats safely th
the latter a sailor friend of Scott, a spirit much
him, the gallant Capt. Perry, then little known for
what he was, lent his skill on the water and t
them through successfully, amidst a shower of ba
The division were all got on shore about 9 in the
morning. The narrow beach was bordered by a
sharp bank of eight or ten feet high, lined by the
enemy. This, of course, was to be instantly car-
ried.  Soott rapidly formed his men and léd them on
to the oharge. At the first onset they were mable
to scale the bank, and Scott himself to all appear-
ance was killed ; =0 that Dearborn, who was with a |

spy-glass watching them from Chsuncey’s vesscl,

e, as soon as he got to

there. All this quickly done, he remounted, re-
joined his column, and pushed with fresh vigor the
pursuit of the flying enemy. For fivg miles he
pressed them hard ; had at last got amidst their
lers, with their main body in full view, and
w undoubtedly in a short time have captured
them all, when a peremptory order of recall forced
him to give up the chase. He had already disre-
two such orders; saying, in answer to one of
; “The General does not know that, in just
seventy winutes, I shall make the enemy's whole
torce prisoners.” Even as it was, he would have
taken them all if he had only had two good troo
of horse. In this brilliant affair, it is remarkab
that Scott may be said, by his valor and rapidity,
to have done with his single division all that had
been planued for six ; for the others, except in small
part, never overtook him, and those few only in time
to join in the cliuse,
LEADS EXPEDITIONS T0 BURLINGTON HEIGHTS
AND YORK.
- For some time after the capture of Fort George
our army lay there, entmnuhetr and inactive, under
a variety of generals: first Dearborn, then Lewis,
then Boyd, and then Wilkinson. During this time
the only enterprises attempted were the necessary dut
of foraging ; and this was entrusted to Col. Scott. H{
led out parties for this purpose twice a week. For
every load of provender that he got he had to fight.
Many charp miniature battles did he have in this
way, with an enemy always on the watch for him;
but his measures were always so well taken that he
never failed to be su . In truth, how could
it have been otherwise? He was not born to be
beat, either in great battles or small. In July he
had the honor 0 be appointed to a double regiment,
or, we inay say, to be made the colonel of two re-
ents at once ; upon which he laid down his
jutant-Generalship. In September, an expedi-
tion against Burlington IMeights, where the enemy
was reported to have a large deposite of military
stores, was planned ; and its execution was given to
Seott. He aceordingly 'embarked on the little fleet
of Chauncey, and paid a military visit to the
heights; but found nobody at home there to re-
ceive him. The stores, too, had disappeared, as
much as the men. o take their revenge for the
disappointment, Scott and Chauncey determined to
look mn upon the enemy at York. So they sailed
thither and made a landing, marines and sol-
diers, under Scoft’s command. Here they made
themselves amends for what was not at Burlington ;
large depots of clothing, provisions,"and other mili-
tary stores, with several pieces of cannon and eleven
armed boats were taken ; and the barracks and pub-
lic storehouses were destroyed ; after which, better
satisfied, our squadron returned to Niagarn.

WILKINSON'S DESCERT TOWARDS MONTREAL. °

Meantime, a movement under Gen. Wilkinson
had been devised, which, if boldly carried forward
to the last, would have almost entirely cut the
communication between Upper and Lower Canada,
and given us permanent possession of the former.

‘¢ commanded Lake Ontario and held both sides
the Niagara. - Our force there was strong; we had,
then, only to transport it, under convoy of Chaun-
cey's fleet, to the outlet of Lake Ontario, and de-
seend the St. Lawrence in boats, in order to reach
Montreal. The passage down the river was not
sufficiently guarded by forts or troops, and Mon-
treal had a garrison, when Wilkinson abandoned the
undertaking, of but 600 men. Buccess, therefore,
was certain, with Wilkinson's army only; but, be-
sides, Gen. Hampton was to have joined him, from
Chateaugué, in New York, with a strong division.
This junction Hampton, from a fear of falling
short of supplies, failed to make : whereupon Wil-
kinson, though already far advanced on Eis enter-
prise and clearly within reach of its accomplish-
ment, gave it up, and made his way back to French
Mills. Up to the moment of this unsoldierly deci-
sion, the expedition had gone forward almost with-

od |the command of his own regiment, whenever igt the

out n check. Scott, though at first left behind to
his late prize, Fort George, and erect for it
tter defences, had heenallowed, upon the enemy’s
withdrawing from that quarter, toleave Fort Geo
to Gen. McClure, and to hasten after the expedi-
tion, which he overtook at Ogdensburg. He imme-
dintely sought and obtained the of honor—the
command of the advance-guard of the army, leading
the way to every danger, every point of resistance
that was to be overcome, and doing it always alike
with daring, with prudence, and with success. In
this manner he passed, in the leading and lar
boat, the severe fire t;f the;gong British for&c :il-
lington ; en and routed, at Hooppole Creek,
ual fagr!:-egc:lTOO men) of Col. Deml:}:? pursuing
him till night and taking many prisoners ; and cap-
tured, after a sharp fight, Fort Matilda, which com-
manded the narrowest place on the whole St. Law-
rence. Thus, whatever the delays, the mistakes,
and the final failure of an expedition which, under
a vigorous General, would have covered itself with
honor, Scott at least did himself credit throughout,
performed all that it was his to do, and gained
reputation while his old friend Wilkinson was
losing it.
S0OTT SBLECTED TO INBTRUCT AND DISCIPLINE
GEN. BROWN'S ARMY FOR THE NEXT CAMPAIGN.

Thus far, those larger operations of the war which
had been entrusted to the more veteran Generals
were, except Harrison's overthrow of Proctor, fail-
ures. It hod become cloar that either the oon-
test must be given up, or another kind of com-
manders must be found. It was pot that these
men were too old, but that they were sol-
diers. They had never known enough to be made

Is of ; and now they were too old to learn.
Et is neither because a man is old or beeause he
is young that you can wmake him safely a leader
of armies : Nature must have created him for it,
and Art have perfected the work. Nature made a
Jackson and s Taylor: but she alone could never
have made & master of war like Scott,

All the conduct of this young officer made the
(Government perceive that in him they had a man
for victories. They had advanoed him rapidly ; and
the more advanced the more had he shown himself
fit for command. Indeed, it has been remarkable
in him that, no matter what they have set him about,

war or ting or megotiating, he Las always
done itmnf:n any body else.

tho Presidebt to Albany, there to prepare all the
supplies for the next eampaign, and, under instrue-
tions from him, to consult on and settle with Gov.

soeing his favorite officer fall backwards from the
bank, burst into tears and cried out, “ He is lost | he

routed sssailants in headlong flight by sheer valor,
and then resumed his position, This was se

times repeatod.  Didtinguishable to all not more by |
his remarkable stature and the full-dress uniform in/
which he fought than by his presence at every point

-| and the fiery intrepidity with which he met or led

every assault, Scott became the frequent mark of

i | Indian rifies. A gallant militia officer, Gen. Wads-

worth, again and again shielded him, with his own
person, from the savage marksmen. [t was now an
occasion when not maneeuvering was to be used, but
an example of unconquerable e to be given; |
and, therefore, when urged to quit his regimentals,
as making him too conspionous, who was quite
%0 withous it, he more than once said, “ No,
T will die in my robes.” Fired by his example, all,
militin and regulars alike, fought like tigers; and
the enemy was obliged to draw off. .

:

grew desperate. ~ For now marvhed up to join the

magazines exploded, seatteri

| ndversary Gen. M,wi&nd:sfuuuhﬁm‘%oftbﬂam’hiuhv;‘hiahm much hurt.
choioe but either to surrender or todie gloriously. |
‘Soott mounted on the trunk of a fallen tree and ex-| and with his own

horted kis men

And now again reinforcements would not have |
been too Iate. But none came, and every thing in order to seize it. As he a

to the latter choice. Tt was neces- | still flying
sary, he told_them, to wipe out the shame of Hull’s

is killed!” At the next moment, however, he was
on his n; he had only been {nsh«l down |
the bank, like many others, heels over head ; rallied |
his men, charged more furiously for his fall,|
beat up and burst through the enemy’s bayonets,
drove him back, and gained the level, front to front
with him. Then followed a desperate and close con- |
test of about twenty minates. In that sort of thing, |
however, Seott has never boon beaten, At such |
moments every thing depends on animation ; and
he has that power over men in battle which gives
them an irresistible impetuosity. The British fought
aa they always do: but they were broke, routed, and
rstod most fiercely, That pursuit was, however,
or awhile diverted to another ohject; it led him
elose to the gates of Fort George. He perveived that
the enemy were abandoning it and about to blow up
its magazines. To save l.im (thongh dangerous)
he took two companies from the head of his column
hed, one of the
timbers on all sides.

forced, was the first to enter,
pulled down the British flag
. His work saved for us the other
magagines, the artillery, and the stores deposited

Still he had the

| That business done, he was, on t!

Tompkins certain important arrangements, political
and I:lrlilitl:'y, which have not e%nhmn d:I:ronlged.
I{e!ith March, 1814,
promoted to the rank of Brigadier General, and sent
to the Niagara frontier, there to form at Buffalo, by
discipline and instruetion, as fast as they arrived, a
new army, meant to act there in the next campaign,
under Major General Brown. That officer with-
dn:‘w for l;us ree months to Sackett's Hau-i?r, in ‘ie.f:t“
to leave important ion entirely to Seott.
He went about it mmﬁ;; with all JInias might.
We had herctofore used the old English or rather
Prussian system of tactics; but with a poor drill of
even that : he at once adoptell the far more perfect
modern French one—that which we now employ—
and plaging the whole army in a Uamp of Instruo-
tion, a huge practical military school, kept them in-
cossantly, for the next three months, men and offi-
oers, ab thoe whole business of fighting.
First ho taught the officers, and then they hlB:E:
the men. Both were thoroughly trained to all t
minor evolations, This effocted, he went on to the

higher movements, not of mere aquads and compa-
nios, battalions and regiments, and divi-
sions, but made them skilful in the manawuvre of

whole armies ; and, in a word, accustomed them to

He was now, in the winter of 1818-14, ealled by | «

to &pe with the beBt troops of Britain.

wmanliest test of the soldier) Wellingt
before given back.

TLE OF CHIPPEWA.
All was now ready for action.
June Gen. Brown returned to Buffalo, and on the

soon surrendered, its 170 men, while the rest of our
army passed over; and now preparations were at
onee made to attack without delay the British
army, which, 2,100 strong, lay, under Gen. Riall,
on the Chippewa below. HKarly on the 4th Seott
moved forward in advance, He was soon met by
the Marquis of Tweeddale, who for sixteen miles
kept up a running fight with him, but could make
no stand. By nightfall he was driven across the
Chippewa, and at its bridge rejoined Riall ; while
Seott took up his quarters for the night on Street's
creek, two miles'above. The space ietwqen is the
plain of Chima, midway on which occurred the
next day’s bloody battle. Kast of the plain runs
the Niagara; west of it stretched & wood, bordering
irre gln;lr.ﬁe battle- d. On the 5th the chief
mﬂﬁm dny had been consumed in skirmishes

the enemy, when Gen. Riall chose, about four in
the afternoon, to anticipate an attack on him in his

vaneing to offer battle in the middle of the plain.
Nothing could be fairer than the ground; and
thuughgim outnumbered us by some 200 men, he
really sup us to have at least that advantage
over him, but that he was more than compensated
by the superiority of his troops, who were mainly
veterans that lmcf fought under Wellington. Gen.
Brown had been at the wood near the centre of the
plain directing some of the movements of the skir-
mishers, when he saw Riall thus pass the bridge,
display his columns, and come forward in order of
battle. He immediately hastened back towards
Seott’s position, beyond the bridge of the upper
stream. He met him about to cross into the plain
merely to give his men a little drill, for he has yet
received no order to engage. As they met, Gen.
Brown simply said to him, “The enemy is advanc-
ing—you will have a fight,”” and passed on to the
rear to order up Ripley's b;ig,nde.
The few words just recited wereall the orders and
all the instructions that he thought it necessary
such was his confidence in Scott) to give him. The
tter advanced to pass thebridge, now within point-
blank range of the enemy's battery of nine guns. |
His troops ecrossed it steadily, though not without
loss, under that severe fire, and, deploying as they |
advanced, marched coolly up to the encounter. The
artillery of Cagt Towson was thrown off to the right
flank, along the Chippewa road, to just the point |
where the opposing columns would meet in charge, |
so that it would not only play upon the enemy all
the while, but, when the decisive shock came, rake |
him dreadfully from the flank. The enemy’s artil-|
lery, on the contrary, though stronger, was far less
jutficious!y posted, in such a manner that the ad-
vance of their own infantry on their left flank soon |
threw them between their batteriesand our columns, |
and thus compelled their cannon to become useless
agninst our line. So much for the artillery 1:|{mi-JI
tions. Those of the infantry were on our side
equally well disposed. The enemy came on in an
unbroken line, which outflanked us and reached into
the wood on our left. To remedy this, Leaven-
worth’s battalion was obliqued to the right, McNeil's
to the left, with an interval between them; while

s0 as to meet the enemy’s right wing in the wood,
and there hold it in check. At the point where
this was done the wood projected more into the plain
than in Jesup's rear ; so that the enemy’s line out
of the wood was shorter than ours; and as their
line in the plain continued to advance while that in

critical moment when it came into contact with our
centre under McNeil, outflanked by it in turn. |
These advantages had been at once seen and seized '
by superiority of generalship and that rapidity and
precision of maneuvre to which his men had
now been brought, so as to be able (as they should) |
to execute an important movement almost as soon
as their had conceived it. But this was
not all;  still more decisive evolution was at hand.
The movements just described had bmn(ihu the
adverse lines to exactly that point at which that ter- !
rible stra called the ““movement en potence’’
(a sort of double sidelong attack) can be emplo(ed. |
[In it, when you are within charging distance of the
enemy, your flanks are suddenly pushed forward
and your line thrown into the shape of the rafters
of a rather flat-roofed house, while the enemy’s line
occupies, in regard to it, the pesition which the
sleepers have to the rafters. The effect of this iato1
converge the fire of your line upon his centre and |
cut it in two; to finish which operation, you then
charge upon him, (the two angles of your line,
moving upon the same point on which their double
fire was just mow poured,) and the bayomet mdsi
what the balls . This movenient, when welll
executed, inevitably breaks your adversary’s lime,
and is fatal : no h'm can shx;:l it. S:f“ngi
ut it in ice. posing lines vanced |
Epon m ﬁring,‘ﬁl.lting, re-loading, and ad- |
vancing again by turms, until now they were within
cighty yards of each other. Then Scott gave the
word gc the evolution en potence. To add to its
efiect, he had a moment ore ridden over to

to the ri

to pour his !
was accordingly very destructive.
the infantry made its manwuvre.
its double fire
MeNeil's ba

the bayonet. It was instantly oyerthrown ; and|
broke, and fled in total confusion. About the same
time Jesup, under a heavy fire, advanced upon the
the wood, fo them to retire, and thus

thers ma

masterly activity of Scott
ore Ripley, whom

“ masterly inactivity””) that

battle had been won, and Scott was hotly pursuing
the routed adversary back across Chippewa bridge
into their entrenchments. 1t was at the moment
when his terrifie utterly broke them to
pieces, and covered the plain with their fallen and
their flying, that he raised up his hands on high
and cried out, “Ten of my life. for a hundred

orse, to cut them off from the bridge, he might
have destroyed or captured their whole force. Such
In :

con itary skill ; and would fairly, did it

all the duties of the , the march, and the bat-
tlefield. He did his mi thoroughly, and stopped

able one in the aunals of warfare.

not_until he h&thu we had now one army fit

He re-
ecived them from Gen. Brown raw recrnits; he
cave them back to him veterans in discipline: he
tml tuken them in hand a were crowd, (a mob
with uniforms on ;) they left him an invineible host
filled with martial =kill and confidence, and soon
to sweep before them with the bayonet (that
on's old
fire-eaters of the Spawish peninsula, that had never

THE NIAGARA CROSSED—FORT ERIE TAKEN—BAT-

3d of July Scott and Ripley were: sent across the
Niagara with their brigades to take Fort Erie. It|command of the Lake ; so

een our light troops and Indians with those of | my.

lines by passing the bridge of the Chippewa and ad-

D
'and some other Eritish officers as prisoners

No sooner was| of a thi
red in than Scott called out to still fought on, as if he had been bullet-proof. The
ion, “The cnomy say we are only  confliet went thus until about 9 o'clock, when Gen.
¢ at long shot, and can't stand the cold iron | Brown arrived on the ground. The
fn:ll u the Eleventh to give the lic_to that ed several reinforcements from below, and another
tglander! Charge!” A like order was given, at| was not far off ; but «till we kad the advantage : their
the same moment, to Leavenworth’s battalion ; and | wings had been beaten ; their contre only maintained
both bodies rushed upon the enemy’s centre with the contest, aided by their advantage of position on a

with it the whole main hﬂd)’ of the B[iﬁsh army | perior force and
was more than twice as numerous as ours. While
that was untaken it was evident that we eould
enemy in not defeat their centre; and as we had almost too
oomp{eted their defeat at all E.nu. Such was the | Jittle force to stand up against their centre, it had

s if by & challenge, it was yet decided with | eame his pilot in person, and led him th
mo:‘:gm-um an extreme proof of the mﬂ.pht'ﬁmwhiohtMa
L made

i

SECOND BATTLE OF THE CATARACT, OR OF LUN
'8 LANE,

Y
On the Tth July Brown’s army (Scott's bri
leading) foreed the %f r.lugr éhippw.,hm

retreating upon Forts ge and Messasauga be-

low ; after reinforcing which he took with
his remaining force on Burli Heights, there to
awuit succors. Before attacking him Gren

Brown held it advisable to take the fortified places
below him on the peninsula; for, like Seott after-
wards, he did not admire marching when he was to
have “a fire in his rear.” Buttfm British works
were now such as field-artillery could not hurt; a
battering-train was  necessary; and this must be

At the end of| brought up from Suckett's Harbor by our fleet. It

was aceordingly waited for; but meantime Chaun-
cey had fallen sick, and we temporarily lost the
t the heavy could
not come. Upon this Brown determined to leave
the fortresses behind him and attack Riall upon
Bnrlinfton Heights. But first he endeavored to
draw him down from them by a feigned retreat u
the Niagara and across the Chippewa, beyond whic
he encamped. The stratagem succeeded, but not
until we suddenly met the ermemy was its success
known. On the afternoon of the 25th (Sunday)
positive but false advice was received & com-
mandant on the American side of the Niagara, that
Riall had thrown across at Lewiston a ecorps of one
thousand men. Brown at once decided to compel
their return, bi threatening their rear and the forts
below. For this , Scott’s brigade, now
about 1,300 men, mhhed down the river, at
twenty minutes’ notice, Within two miles it sud-
denly came upon a reconnoitering ‘of the ene-
ily ascertained

b“::c d :ﬂublehodym
to yond the w at Forsythe’s house, just
above the Falls,) wl‘ri,:ﬁ au were then approaching.

It seemed certain that they could at most be only
the other half of Riall's force, and that his move-
ment was merely meant to protect the rear of the
body he had sent across the Niagara. Pausing,
therefore, only long enough to report the fact by an
aid-de-camp to Gen. Brown, Scott pushed right on.
He had no sooner passed the wood than, he found
himself in the presence—nay, under the severe fire—
of a foree full five hundred stronger than his own,
and more advantageously posted. For had
chosen their position, and stood on it ready drawn
(up in order of battle, oceupying with their

(nine pieces) an elevation which commanded the
whole ground.

The British line lay stretched along Lundy’s
Lane, a little beyond (north of ) it; its right, near
| which were its artillery, reaching to a wood; its
 left resting on the ro rallel with the river, by

which Scott was approaching, and from which di-
verged at right angles the lane. From their rear
were marching to join them, up this same river road,
reinforcements, while ours were to come along it
from above. We need hardly say that this was
Riall, and that instead of having (according to the
positive information Brown was acting on) sent off
one thousand of his men across the river, he had not
sent one ; but, on the contrary, was in the act of
uniting with a large force which had arrived by the
Lake at Fort George from Kingston and Prescott,
the night before, by a conce movement, under
Lieutenant-General Sir Gordon Drummond. Strange
to tell, information had been seht to Brown of a
movement of the enemy, as occurring only a few
hours before, which had not happened at all ; while
they had left him in complete ignorance of this most
important event in the same quarter, happening the
night before |  Such was the situation in which, at
a glance, Scott saw himself to be placed; if he
fought, it must be at much disadvantage ; and it
was too late to draw off, except by a retreat which
could hardly help being present{y tarned into a
flight. Now, aflight was a thing he had never seen,
and was not born to see. 80 he decided instantly
to engage, as if Gen. Brown's whole force was

sent, and to fight it out, at whatever odds, until the -

latter could come to his assistance; to which end

Jesup’s battalion was obliqued still more to the left, | he sent him, by a second aide-de-camp, an account

of the whole state of things.

It was now 'nearly sunset. Scott had seen that
on the enemy's left flank lay a space of some two
hundred yvards, covered with brushwood, under con-
, cealment of which that flank might be turned. He
instantly took advan of it, and sent upon the

the wood could not, the former was presently, atthe service Jesup's battalion. They performed the

duty finely ; for they not only turned but broke
their way back through the enemy’s left wing, and,
after thus eutting it off, returned to their own place
in our line, bringing with them Mujoerenl‘zlgill
i e
we thus demolished their left wing, they attempted
to return us the compliment, upon ours, which their
right considerably out-flanked. But Scott, always
as quick to foil his adversary's mancuvres as to
strike by his own, met this movement with MeNeil's
smllm'{ut invincible battalion. A deadly contest

|followed ; but the enemy was at lust driven back,

though not without severe loss on both sides.
Meantime the main battle of the two centres had
oined, and was fought most tely. Brady's

lion, Leavenworth's battalion, and Towson's
artillery there sustained with unshaken intrepidity
the whole weight of the enemy’s superior numbers ;
and now, to lgd to the horrors of the fight, the last
light of day, which, gillistaning through the apﬂ'z of
the great cataract behind our columns when they
engaged, had spread above their heads to the ene-
my’s view a bright rainbow, as if the promise of
victory was gone; and darkness, thickened by the
smoke of battle, or only lighted up for an instant
by the artillery’s glow or the mﬂe&z{;ﬁm,
came toadd to all that tug of the combat a bli X
the veriest rage of war can be breathed into the
breasts of men when they set their teeth like a vice
and their ginews like steel, and swear that nothing
shall make them yield. It was thus our men fought
through the fierceness of that t-encoun-
ter. tt, letting loose all that daring

Towson's artillery, (which he perceived was, from | which a general must usually control, was every
the smokeand the enemy’s advance, firing too much | where, animating or direeting or leading, and watch-
,) and told that able gunner where next ing every shock or shift of ﬂn#ﬁt.

ls; and his next raking discharge |was killed under him ; he moun
A momentafter, by and N‘v, fell dead ; he was $ﬁokly in the saddle

His horse
another : that,

¢ he was himself wounded in the body ; but

had receiv-

and their yet greater advantage in the su-
’ position of their artillery, which

boast of | been impossible, until Brown’s suceors eame up, to
asaail their fatal artillery.
(len. Brown had gone to order up, could arrive, the |as he had made Seott repeat to him how matters
ing | stood atall
oty o W I

modesty of whose on that occasion will lon
preserve his aave et bl .
Americans, was selected for this
He was summoned.
“can you take that ba
e ith but that little body of | was his answer. He i

That, of course, as soon

ints, became the first measure which
o regiment of Col. Miller, the heroic

rase a8 a watchword to
perilous service,
“Sir,” said Brown to him,
“T will try, sir,”
tely set forward with

his corps. But, ignorant of the nd, and with
nothing to lead him over it but the 5‘:;';.30...1 light of

was the battle of to the | those ly explosions themselves that he was
numbers a one has seldom been | going to muzzle, might have missed the way, fall-
seen ; for rth of the combatants were killed len apon some foroes, and failed. Soott,
or wounded. Almost equal in its terms, and fought | therefore, who knew “how the whole land h}."'l:—
L.

was

That done, he returned to his own di-

even stand alone, hand down his name as & remark- | vision, in order to favor Miller's movement, by
pressing the onset upon the enemy's front. Miller



